The Three Brothers
thwarted. Tien San wanted to divorce his wife but was
from it by his brothers. San-sao was ashamed and went back to her
own room and hanged herself. This is what the Sage meant when
he said that he who calls disaster upon himself will perish by it
When Tien Ta went to look at the Judas tree again, he found,
to his even greater astonishment, that it had righted itself, the
branches had come back to life and the flowers bloomed more
gorgeously than ever. He summoned his brothers to see the miracle
and they both marveled at it. Thereafter the Tien family lived
together generation after generation, and people paid tribute to
them in the following poem:
Under the Judas tree one tells the story of the three Tiens,
Whose separation and reunion were reflected by the flowers.
For branches from the same roots cannot be cut asunder
.   And in family affairs one must not listen to women.
The Cherry Hall mentioned in the second line was built by
Emperor Hsuan Tsung 2 of the Tang Dynasty as a private retreat
for himself and his brothers, whom he loved dearly. He named it
Cherry Hall because the flower of that tree was used as a symbol
of brotherly love in one of the Songs? He also had a huge bed
made and had it furnished with a long pillow and a broad quilt,
so that he and his brothers might sleep together after their frequent
feasts. Because of his exemplary conduct, posterity composed the
following poem in honor of him.
The sheepskin drum rumbled and the jade flute piped
As the feast was done in the painted halls.
The palace ladies lit their candles and waited till dawn,
Little dreaming that the Ruler would not return for die night
2 Reigned 713-755. Better known as Ming Huang, consort ol tfee il-fetsd
Kuei-fei.
8 Tbt Shih Ching or Book of Poetry. The first stanza, as translated fay Wale?,
reads:
The flowers of the cherry-tree,
Are they not truly splendid?
Of men that now are,
None equals a brother.